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SUB J : APPROVAL OF HANS-ULRICH KLOSE AS MAYOR OF HAMBURG 
REF: HAMBURG 1372 

1. AN EXTRAORDINARY SPD CONVENTION IN HAMBURG ON NOVEMBER 
8 APPROVED THE ELECTION OF FORMER SENATOR OF THE INTERIOR 
HANS-ULRICH KLOSE AS THE SUCCESSOR OF PETER SCHULZ AS FIRST MAYOR 
OF HAMBURG. KLOSE FORMALLY ASSUMED OFFICE ON NOVEMBER 12. HIS 
SUCCESSOR AS SENATOR OF THE INTERIOR, SPD BUNDESTAG DEPUTY WERNER 
STAAK. WAS SWORN IN ON NOVEMBER 13. 

2. IN HIS FIRST SPEECH BEFORE THE HAMBURG STATE ASSEMBLY ON 
NOVEMBER 13, KLOSE CONCENTRATED ALMOST ENTIRELY ON THE FINANCIAL 
PROBLEMS OF THE CITY. WHICH, HE EMPHASIZED, WOULD NECESSITATE 
DRASTIC BUDGET CUTS AND THE CANCELLATION OF PROJECTS WHICH THE 
PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION HAD APPROVED AND HAD APPROPRIATED FUNDS 
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WOULD REQUIRE COURAGEOUS AND WISE COMPROMISES ON THE PART OF THE 
SPD/FDP COALITION PARTNERS. HIS FORTHRIGHT ASSESSEMENT WAS 
RECEIVED RESPECTFULLY BY ALL POLITICAL FACTIONS IN THE STATE 
ASSEMBLY. 

3. BECAUSE OF THE MILITANT RADICALISM OF SOME MEMBERS OF THE 
SPD AND THE FDP IN THE STATE ASSEMBLY, KLOSE MUST BE PREPARED 

TO SUFFER THEIR MAVERICK WAYS AS HIS PREDECESSOR HAD TO BEFORE HIM. 
HOWEVER, KLOSE IS A MODERATE AND PRAGMATIC CONCILIATOR. HIS 
PLEASANT AND FLEXIBLE PERSONALITY WILL GIVE HIM AN ADVANTAGE 
OVER HIS PREDECESSOR IN HIS DAY-TO-DAY DEALINGS WITH SOME OF THE 
MORE INDEPENDENT-MINDED MEMBERS OF HIS OWN COALITION GOVERNMENT 
AND THE CDU OPPOSITION. 

4. PROFESSOR HERBERT WEICHMANN, FORMER SPD MAYOR OF HAMBURG, 

AND, UNQUESTIONABLY THIS CITY-STATE'S MOST RESPECTED ELDER 
STATESMAN, HAS INFORMED ME THAT KLOSE HAS ALREADY SOUGHT HIS 
GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT IN MUSTERING THE BACKING AND GOOD WILL 
OF THE MORE INFLUENTIAL LEADERS OF THE THREE POLITICAL FACTIONS 
IN THE STATE ASSEMBLY AND THE HAMBURG BUSINESS COMMUNITY. 
WEICHMANN HAS PROMISED TO HELP KLOSE WHO, AT 37 YEARS OF AGE, 

IS WELL AWARE THAT HE CANNOT, WITH MUCH CONVICTION, PLAY THE 
ROLE OF FATHER-FIGURE THE GENERALLY CONSERVATIVE HAMBURG 
ELECTORATE EXPECTS OF ITS MAYOR. KLOSE, HOWEVER, IS INTELLIGENT 
AND PRUDENT ENOUGH TO MOVE CAUTIOUSLY AND DIPLOMATICALLY IN 
HIS DEALINGS WITH THE POLITICAL PROS IN THIS CITY SO AS TO 
BROADEN THE BASE OF HIS SUPPORT IN EACH DIRECTION ON THE POLITICAL 
SPECTRUM. WE BELIEVE HE HAS MADE AN AUSPICIOUS START AS THE 
YOUNGEST MAYOR IN THE HISTORY OF HAMBURG AND WILL SURVIVE BY 
AVOIDING THE ACERBIC AND ARROGANT WAYS OF HIS UNPOPULAR PREDECESSOR 
HERE.BROGAN 
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